
Gilded Age Vocabulary  

Directions: Match the vocabulary words with the correct definitions 

Vocabulary Words Definitions 

Bessemer Process  

Telegraph  

Transcontinental Railroad  

Monopoly  

Robber Barons  

Captains of Industry  

Free Enterprise System  

Laissez-faire  

Labor Unions  

Entrepreneurs  

Trust  

Interstate Commerce Act  

Sherman Anti-Trust Act  

Philanthropy  

Gospel of Wealth  

The Gilded Age  

 

Definitions 

1. The time period from 1865 to 1900 that is characterized with lavish lifestyles. 

2. No government interference in the economy. 

3. Made steel production more economical. 

4. Entrepreneurs who used ruthless tactics to destroy competition and to keep their workers’ wages low. 

5. Workers coming together to fight for better wages and working conditions. 

6. Giving away money to charity. 

7. A partial owner of a company. 

8. Allows for people to communicate across long distances. 

9. Individuals are free to produce and sell whatever they wish; they are also free to buy and use whatever they can 

afford. 

10. Federal law that prevents monopolies engaging in unfair practices that prevent fair competition. 

11. A company or a corporation. 

12. Rich individuals must help out the less fortunate through charity and other donations. 

13. People who start their own business in hope of making a profit. 

14. A network of railroads that connects the country from the East to the West coast. 

15. A company having complete control over the supply of a product or service. 

16. Entrepreneurs who forged the industrial economy 

17. Federal law that prohibited unfair practices by railroads, such as charging higher rates for shorter routes. 

 



Questions  

1. What factors encouraged American economic growth in the decades after the Civil War? 

 

 

 

 

2. How did workers fare in the new industrial America?  

 

 

 

 

3. Could workers have improved their working conditions without organizing labor unions? 

 

 

 

 

4. How did industrialization bring both positive and negative changes? 
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