
   

Facts ta ke n fro m Jacon Riis’s “Ho w The Other Half Lives”  
 
“The first means that in a population of a million and a half, very nearly, if not quite, 
half a million persons were driven, or chose, to beg for food, or to accept it in charity 
at some period of the eight years, if not during the whole of it.” 
 
“It is estimated that New York spends in public and private charity every year a 
round $8,000,000.” 

 
“A volume might be written about the tricks of the professional beggar, and the 
uses to which he turns the tenement in his trade. The Boston "widow" whose 
husband turned up alive and well after she had buried him seventeen times with 
tears and lamentation, and made the public pay for the weekly funerals, is not 
without representatives in New York.” 

 
“The 135,595 families inhabited no fewer than 31,000 different 
tenements. I say tenements advisedly, though the society calls 
them buildings, because at least ninety-nine per cent. were found 
in the big barracks, the rest in shanties scattered here and there, 
and now and then a fraud or an exceptional case of distress in a 
dwelling-house of better class.” 
 
“Of 508 babies received at the Randall's Island Hospital last year 
333 died, 65.55 per cent. But of the 508 only 170 were picked up 
in the streets, and among these the mortality was much greater, 
probably nearer ninety per cent.” 
 
“Often they come half dead from exposure. One live baby came in 
a little pine coffin, which a policeman found an inhuman wretch 

trying to bury in an up-town lot. But many do not live to be officially 
registered as a charge upon the county. Seventy-two dead babies were 
picked up in the streets last year.” 

 
“Most of the foundlings come from the East Side, where they are left by young 
mothers without wedding-rings or other name than their own to bestow upon the 
baby, returning from the island hospital to face an unpitying world with the evidence 
of their shame.” 
 
“To-day three-fourths of its people live in the tenements, and the nineteenth 
century drift of the population to the cities is sending ever- increasing multitudes 
to crowd them. The fifteen thousand tenant houses that were the despair of the 
sanitarian in the past generation have swelled into thirty-seven thousand, and more 
than twelve hundred thousand persons call them home.” 


